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THE CLASSICAL ACADEMY  

WORLD HISTORY 10 

CAPSTONE QUESTION RESEARCH PAPER PROJECT 
 

OVERVIEW:  Each World History student is required to write a research paper on a historic personage 

from World History spanning from the French Revolution (1789) through the Cold War (1991) of his or her 

choosing as related to one of the four provided prompts. Each historical person must be approved by the 

teacher before the student begins the project. Note: Due to your research project junior year, major 

persons from the United States are not eligible for this research project. 

This project will count for about 20% of your semester grade. 

 

CAPSTONE QUESTIONS / PAPER PROMPTS:  For this project, you need to need to develop a 

response to one (1) of the following four (4) capstone questions that includes at least three (3) supportive 

claims. How does a key figure in history reflect your definition and/or response to the one of these capstone 

questions?  

 

 (3) How does one pursue truth, beauty and goodness? 

 

 (4) What does it mean to be human? 

 

 (8) What is the proper purpose of government? 

 

 (10) Is knowledge its own end? 

 

 

FORMAT REQUIREMENTS: 

The paper must follow MLA formatting (see page on “MLA Formatting” in this handout.) 

 Title Page with TCA Header and Title  

 Headers, double-spaced, 1” margins, 12pt Times New Roman font 

 A “Works Cited” page must be included as the last page of the paper. Only sources actually used 

(cited using parenthetical reference) in the paper can be included in the “Works Cited.” 

 Historical academic tone (past tense) and only 3rd person. 

 

LENGTH REQUIREMENTS: The paper must be a minimum of three (3) full pages in length and a 

maximum of four (4) pages (excluding the “Title Page” and “Works Cited” pages).   

 

PLAGIARISM: “Derived from the Latin word plagiarius (“kidnapper”), plagiarism refers to a form of 

cheating that has been defined as ‘the false assumption of authorship: the wrongful act of taking the product 

of another person’s mind, and presenting it as one’s own.” (Alexander Lindey, Plagiarism and Originality. 

New York: Harper, 1952.  Each student who has questions over the plagiarism policy, proper 

documentation, etc must ask the teacher for clarification. 
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SOURCE REQUIREMENTS: A minimum of five (5) sources must be used in the paper.  

 Minimum of One (1) primary source: an original work created by a historic person within the 

project’s parameters.  You may use primary sources that have been published in your Western 

Civilization or World History textbooks….but it must be cited correctly. See Example: 

o Petrarch, Francesco. “A Letter to Boccaccio: Literary Humanism” Western Civilization:  

Sources, Images, and Interpretations, edited by Dennis Sherman, 7th ed., vol. 1, 

McGraw Hill, 2008. 

 Minimum of Two (2) secondary sources: from JSTOR, PPLD databases, or TCA library print 

sources. No Websites or Encyclopedias. 

 Exception: Fordham University’s Modern History Sourcebook when used to find an appropriate 

primary source document.  

 The main class textbook and dictionary, although perfectly suitable for this project do not count 

towards the five (5) source minimum requirement. 

 While no one source will make up more than 40% of your citations. Full use of the primary source 

is strongly encouraged.   

 There should be a minimum of 3 direct quotes including one from the main primary source. 

 

DUE DATES / POINTS:  

 Topic Approval  No Points  _________________________ 

 Initial Thesis / Bibliography  5 Points  _________________________ 

 Proof of Research  40 Points  _________________________ 

 First  Draft*   10 Points  _________________________ 

 Final Draft   80 Points  _________________________ 

* Must meet the final length and format requirements. 

 

SUBMITTING WORK: 

 Use Turnitin.com to assist with revising and editing and to upload final draft. 

 Each assignment is due at the beginning on the class period on the date it is due. 
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MLA FORMATTING: 

 MLA HANDBOOK, 8TH EDITION 

 We will be using MLA Handbook, 8th Edition when grading the different steps of this project for 

style and proper formatting. Expect points to be deducted for failure to follow MLA. Flagrant 

disregard for MLA formatting will result in a ZERO on the assignment in question. 

 General Writing Guidelines: format of persons, titles of sources, quotations, numbers, dates and 

times, and abbreviations in your writing are contained on pages 61-101. Refer to them for guidance 

and follow them. 

 Bibliography: If you cite a work, it must appear on the Works Cited Page. If you do not cite it, it 

should NOT appear on the Works Cited page. 

o 20-53: Information about how to format citations for your Works Cited page, including a 

rather thorough explanation of how you are to format JSTOR articles on page 32. 

o 102-116: How to create your Works Cited page, from things like alphabetization to how to 

cite multiple works by the same author. 

 In-Text Citations: The goal of in-text citations is to lead your reader to the proper source in your 

Works Cited. If, when you are creating citations, they don’t do that, expect controversy. In the MLA 

Handbook, 8th Edition, you will find the topic covered on the following pages. 

o 54-58: the basics of in-text citation and how it relates to your Works Cited 

o 116-127: a more thorough explanation of in-text citations and how to format them. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY REQUIREMENTS (10 pts): 

 Minimum of five (5) sources (See “Source Requirements” for more details and limitations) 

 MLA formatting, TCA header, 12 pt Times New Roman Font, 1” Margins, Double-spaced 

 Submit digital copy to www.turnitin.com by the start of class on the day it is due. 

 

PROOF OF RESEARCH (40 PTS): 

 Overall format must follow sample provided 

o Includes: Capstone Question, Thesis Statement, 3 claims, bulleted notes with parenthetical 

citations for direct quotes AND paraphrases, works cited page. 

 Use at least five (5) sources (See “Source Requirements” for more details and limitations) Sources 

may change up until the paper is finalized. 

 No one source may account for >40% of your bullets, but make extensive use of your primary 

source document (Assume this rule applies to the paper.) 

 Level of detail and relevance to each claim will account for 50% of your score. Do good work. 

http://www.turnitin.com/
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PROOF OF RESEARCH SAMPLE: 

           Last Name # 

Your Name 

Your Teacher 

World History 10 / Period X 

Date 

 

PROOF OF RESEARCH: NAME OF YOUR INDIVIDUAL 

 

CAPSTONE QUESTION:  Restate one of the capstone question 

 

THESIS STATEMENT: Your thesis should be clear, arguable (take a stance), and precise statement in 

response to the capstone question. It should therefore include elements of the capstone question as well as 

historic personage. 

 

DEFINITIONS: In order to frame and establish the scope and limits of your argument, what are some key 

concepts or terms and how have you defined them?  

 

CLAIM 1: Your claim should be arguable and relevant to the thesis statement. It helps kick-start your 

argument. 

 The notes you take on your sources regarding claim 1 belong here (Author Page#). 

 Each direct quote AND paraphrase must be properly cited (Author Page#). 

 The goal of this is to allow you to focus on capturing data about how your individual (what s/he said 

or did) fits and supports this claim (Author Page#). 

 You should also capture how your individual doesn’t support this claim, things that are opposite 

(Author Page#). 

 Remember, we’re all human, so it won’t kill your paper to show weaknesses or deficiencies that 

your individual has had to overcome (Author Page#). 

 

[New page] 

CLAIM 2: Your second claim should be arguable and relevant to the thesis statement. It should be distinct 

from the first claim, but is relevant and supportive of the overall argument.  

 

[New page] 

CLAIM 3: Your third claim should be arguable and relevant to the thesis statement. It should be distinct 

from the first two claims, but is relevant and supportive of the overall argument.  

 Remember, you need at least 25 combined entries on the three pages of this report (Author Page#). 

 Should you, in working through your initial sources, find that your sources lack data on a particular 

claim, this report should show it (Author Page#). 

 This format should also help you in writing your paper, as it will focus you on what you’re 

supposed to focus on: the capstone question and how your individual exemplifies it. 

 

WORKS CITED PAGE (MLA FORMAT) 
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WORLD HISTORY 10 CAPSTONE RESEARCH PAPER RUBRIC 
 

Student Name: _________________ Capstone Question #: ___   

 

CATEGORY 

POINTS 

AVAILABLE/REDUCTIONS SCORE 
PAPER LENGTH: (min 3 full pages and max of 4 full 

pages not including the title or works cited pages. 

 ½  to 1 pg. short = up to 1 letter grade 

 >1 pg. short = between 1-2 letter grade 

 >2 pg. short = 50% point loss minimum 

 >1 ½  pages long = 1 letter grade 

 

FORMAT: (1 pt. each) 

 Paper must have 1” margins (on all sides). 

 Use 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double-spaced. 

 Use standard MLA header  

 Titled (on its own page) 

 Use header and page numbers in proper MLA format; 

ex. Smith 4. 

5 points 
 Complete disregard of format guidelines may 

result in > than max points lost 

 

WORKS CITED PAGE: (1 pt. each) 

 Minimum of 5 relevant historical sources required and 

all used. (min ONE primary source and TWO 

secondary sources).  

 No Internet or Encyclopedic sources. Print sources 

accessed online are okay. (1 pt.). 

 12 pt. Times New Roman and 1 inch margins and on its 

own page (1 pt.). 

 Alphabetized correctly (1 pt.). 

 Correct use of MLA bibliography formatting for 

sources used (1 pt.). 

5 points 
 Major errors or omissions may result in > than 

max points lost 

 

 

LANGUAGE AND STYLE / ACADEMIC TONE: 

 Mechanics: spelling, capitalization, punctuation, no 

slang, etc. (1 pt.). 

 Use active voice and past tense verbs for historical 

portions of the paper (1 pt.). 

 The paper maintains a formal style and an objective 

tone (2 pts).  

 The paper employs vivid word choice and varied 

sentence structure (1 pt.). 

5 points 
 Major errors or omissions may result in > than 

max points lost 

 

DOCUMENTATION:  

 Proper MLA parenthetical citation format throughout 

the paper for direct quotes AND paraphrases. (4 pts) 

  format        repeat use of source     no “bucket” or 

“block” quotes 

 Min of three (3) direct quotes…one must be from a 

primary source. Quotes are accurate. (6 pts) 

 Lack of appropriate documentation results in a failing 

grade and possibly a “0” on the assignment and an 

office referral 

10 points 
 Major errors or omissions may result in > than 

max points lost 

 

 

THESIS, CLAIMS, AND FOCUS 

 The paper introduces an interesting, clear, arguable, 

and precise thesis, based on the capstone question and 

historic personage from the modern period, post 1789-

1991. (5 pts) 

 Body paragraphs maintain focus on the purpose and 

task with strong, arguable claims. (10 pts) 

 The whole essay supports and develops the claims and 

counterclaims fairly while thoroughly addressing 

demands of the capstone question. (5 pts) 

 

20 points 
 Major errors or omissions may result in > than 

max points lost 
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CATEGORY 

POINTS 

AVAILABLE/REDUCTIONS SCORE 
 

ORGANIZATION:  

 The essay includes a logical progression of ideas from 

beginning to end, including clear transitional words and 

phrases that enhance the relationships between and 

among ideas (i.e. claim and evidence, claim and 

counterclaim, strengths and weaknesses) and 

establishes cohesion and clarity. (5 pt.) 

 

5 points 
 Major errors or omissions may result in > than 

max points lost 

 

HISTORICAL SUPPORT, EVIDENCE, AND 

WARRANTS: (4 pts each) 

 Cites the most appropriate and accurate historical 

evidence to support each claim.  

 Draws information substantively from multiple sources, 

but no one source accounts for more than 40% of the 

paper. 

 Demonstrates extensive use of the primary source. 

 Establishes and draws upon proper historical context 

(The “H” in H.A.P.P.Y.) 

 Warrants clearly and fully explain the relationship 

between claims and supporting historical evidence.   

 

20 points 
 Major errors or omissions may result in > than 

max points lost 

 

CAPSTONE QUESTION FOCUS: (5 pts each) 

 Capstone question is clearly addressed throughout the 

paper with the historical figure used in a supporting 

role. 

           Excellent focus  

        Adequate focus      

           limited focus 

 Elements of the capstone questions are included in the 

thesis statement/claims, warrants, transitions, and 

concluding sentences 

10 points 
 Major errors or omissions may result in > than 

max points lost 

 

TOTALS 

________ of 80 pts GRADE NOTATIONS:   + = Excellent;   √ = met 

requirement/average;   x = needs work 
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Name: __________________________________________  Period: _______ 

 

PROOF OF RESEARCH RUBRIC  
 

Capstone Question: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
CATEGORY SCORE / COMMENTS 

 

RESEARCH REQUIREMENTS:  

 Minimum of 5 sources cited properly (10 pts) 

 Minimum of 25 note entries. (5 pts) 

 

 

15 points 
 Major errors, omissions or use of one source more than 40% of the 

time  may result in > than max points lost 

 

FORMATTING / MLA  

 Times New Roman, size 12; double-spaced, 1” margin 

 TCA Heading 

 Header w/ page # (all pages) 

 Original title, centered 

 Sources in alpha order; no Works Cited page 

 Follows the desired format in the requirements. 

5 points 
 Major errors or omissions may result in > than max points lost 

THESIS STATEMENT / DEFINITIONS 

 Thesis is clear, arguable (takes a stance), and a precise 

statement in response to the capstone question. (3 pts) 

 Includes both elements of the capstone question and the 

historic figure. (1 pt) 

 Key terms and concepts are defined and establish the 

scope of the paper’s research (1 pt) 

 

5 points 
Major errors or omissions may result in > than max points lost 

CLAIM 1 / NOTES 

 Claim is direct, arguable and relevant to the thesis 

statement (including capstone question and historic 

figure) (2 pts) 

 Bullet point notes clearly relate to the claim. (1 pt) 

 Each direct quote or paraphrase must be properly cited 

(Author Page #) (2 pts) 

 

5 points 
Major errors or omissions may result in > than max points lost 

CLAIM 2 / NOTES 

 Claim is direct, arguable and relevant to the thesis 

statement (including capstone question and historic 

figure)  Distinct from Claim 1.  (2 pts) 

 Bullet point notes clearly relate to the claim. (1 pt) 

 Each direct quote or paraphrase must be properly cited 

(Author Page #) (2 pts) 

 

5 points 
Major errors or omissions may result in > than max points lost 

CLAIM 3 / NOTES 

 Claim is direct, arguable and relevant to the thesis 

statement (including capstone question and historic 

figure) Distinct from Claim 2. (2 pts) 

 Bullet point notes clearly relate to the claim. (1 pt) 

 Each direct quote or paraphrase must be properly cited 

(Author Page #) (2 pts) 

 

5 points 
Major errors or omissions may result in > than max points lost 

 


