
The Protestant Reformation 
Early 16th Century… 

A PROTEST against Church Abuses and a 
movement for REFORM in the Christian 

Church. 



Context: 1500 A.D. 
o  What’s going on in the world, early 

1500s? What effect is this having on 
religion? 

o  What was the role of the Catholic 
Church? What were it’s main beliefs? 

o  How would you define the “Protestant 
Reformation”? 



What was the role of the Catholic 
Church? 

o  The Catholic Church dominated life. 
n   Largest land owners in Europe 
n   Chief source of education 

o  Income: 
n   Tithe – 10%, rarely collected in full 
n   Sales of Relics and Indulgences 

o  Church Government: 
n  Run the Papal States directly.  
n  Bishop acted much like a prince. 



What was the role of the Catholic 
Church? 

o  Social function: people talked, conducted 
business, and gossiped. 

o  Religious function: Salvation 
n  People had genuine concern for both their soul 

and their daily lives 
n  Provided rituals and teachings 



What are some basic beliefs held by 
the Catholic Church 

o  Faith and good works necessary for 
salvation. 

o  Church leadership (Pope) alone interprets 
the Bible. 

o  Belief in purgatory, penance, and 
indulgences 

o  Seven Sacraments, Clerical celibacy, and 
use of Latin for Mass. 



Does the Church Need Reform?  
o  Signs of Decline: 

n  Babylonian Captivity (1305-1377 AD) 
n  Great Schism (1377 – 1417) 
n  Popes acted as political leaders and warriors. (1450 – 1520).  

o  Additional Concerns: 
n  Poorly trained (educated) clergy—esp. priests. 
n  Benefice System: church positions for sale – more concerned 

about one’s own career and wealth. 
n  Sale of relics and indulgences – more concerned with money 

than souls. 



What factors led to the Protestant 
Reformation? (Four Reasons) 
o  1. Printing press makes religious texts more 

available – rise in literacy. 
o  2. Humanism of the Renaissance 

(examination of religious and classical texts) 
emphasized critical thinking:  
n  How is a person saved? 
n  Where does religious authority lie? (Renaissance) 
n  What is the role of the Church? 
n  What is the essence of true Christian living? 



What factors led to the Protestant 
Reformation? 

o  3. Political Factors 
n  Germany lacked a strong, 

centralized government 
n  Holy Roman Emperor 

powerless to control 
independent ideas about 
religion or prevent abuses 
of power by the pope.  

n  German Princes hoped to 
seize church property and 
eliminate church 
privileges. Why? 

 



What factors led to the Protestant 
Reformation? 

o  4. Scholars Challenge Church 
Authority 
n  John Wycliffe (c 1324 – 1382 

AD) 

n  Jan Hus (1372 – 1415 AD) 

n  Desiderius Erasmus (1466 – 
1536 AD) 



Reading: 
o  “The Spark for the Reformation: Johann Tetzel” 

p. 174 
o  What are the most convincing “selling points” made 

by Tetzel? 
o  What are the requirements for obtaining effective 

indulgences? 
o  How might Tetzel have defended himself against 

attacks on this sale of indulgences as an abuse? 



What role does Johann Tetzel play in 
the Reformation movement? 

o  Johann Tetzel, (1465-1519) 
n  Had a spiritual beginning that 

later becomes a fundraiser for 
the Catholic Church  

n  Paid for the arts and lavish 
lifestyles of Church leaders. 

n  Reduced / Cancelled 
punishment for sins or even 
future sins. 

n  Ensured admission to Heaven. 
“Once you hear the money’s 
ring, the soul from purgatory 
is free to spring.”-- Tetzel 



Read p. 357-360, 362-363 in the Kagan 
Text.   
o  Trace the steps of Martin Luther’s life that 

takes him from devout follower to reformer to 
excommunication.  (Create a timeline to show 
this progression) 

o  What were the key beliefs that set Martin 
Luther apart from the Catholic Church? 

o  Why does Lutheranism succeed? How does it 
spread?  



Martin Luther’s Protest 

o  Martin Luther (1483 – 
1546 AD) 
n  Professor and monk at 

Wittenberg University. 
n  Studied the bible; worried 

about his salvation. 
n  1517 – Posts the 

95 Theses about the sale of 
indulgences in Wittenberg.  



Lutheranism Emerges 
o  1520 – Encourages 

German princes to 
overthrow papacy and 
establish a reformed 
German Church. 

o  1521 - Pope Leo X 
declares Luther a heretic 
and excommunicates 
him.  

 

Pope Leo X’s Papal Bull 



Lutheranism Emerges…   
o  1521 –Charles V, the Holy 

Roman Emperor, asks Luther to 
recant at the Imperial Diet in 
Worms. 

o  Luther refused; becomes an 
outlaw within the Empire. 

Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor 



Why does Lutheranism succeed? How 
does it spread?  
o  1520 – Luther encourages local German princes to 

overthrow the pope and establish a reformed German 
church. 
n  Ex: Frederick the Wise of Saxony protects Luther at 

Wartburg Castle from 1521-1522. 
n  Local authorities declare church reforms to be law. 
n  Local protestant princes form defensive alliances.  

o  Emperor Charles V distracted by conflict with 
France and the Ottoman Turks (needs German 
soldiers). 

o  Lutheranism offered greater participation from laity 
and addressed many of the criticisms of the Church. 



What are Luther’s Core Beliefs? 

o  “Justification by Faith” ie: 
saved by faith alone. 
n  Rejected Faith and good 

works 
o  “Priesthood of all 

believers.” 
o  The Bible is only source of 

religious truth—individuals 
should read it.  

o  Clergy permitted to marry 
and have families. 

o  Use of German in church 
services. 



The Peasants’ Revolt? 1524-1525 
See p. 360, 362-3 Kagan Text 

o  What was the goal or object of the Peasants’ 
Revolt? What inspired them to revolt? 

o  Are the peasants’ demands reasonable, given 
the circumstances of the 16th century? 

o  Are the peasants more concerned in material 
than in spiritual freedom? 

o  Which of the demands are the most 
revolutionary? 

o  Did the revolt succeed? Why or why not? 



Five Minute Five 
o  Identify the following.  (What makes each 

significant?) 
n  Desiderius Erasmus 
n  Johann Tetzel 
n  Wittenberg 
n  Pope Leo X 
n  Diet of Worms 
 



Zwinglism … 
o  Ulrich Zwingli (1484 - 1531) 
o  A Priest in Zurich, Switzerland 
o  Key Doctrine: 

n  Salvation by faith alone. 
n  No relics or images in 

churches. 
n  No sales of indulgences  
n  New service of scripture 

reading, prayer, and sermons 
replaced Catholic Mass. 



Zwinglism… 

o  Theocracy set up in 
Zurich. 

o  Disagreed with the 
Germans about the 
sacrament of communion 

o  1531. Killed in War 
between Catholics and 
Protestants. 



The Anabaptists / Mennonites  
o  Conrad Grebel  
o  Netherlands/Germany 
o  He and his followers 

broke away from 
Zwinglism in 1525. 

o  Key Doctrine: 
n  Only people capable of 

making a free, informed 
decision should be 
baptized, thus adults not 
infants. Menno Simons 



Anabaptists / Mennonites 
o  Other key doctrine: 

n  Personal relationship with God. 
n  Complete separation of church and state. 

o   Refused to hold offices, bear arms, fight wars 
o   Pacifists – “Thou Shall Not Kill” 
o   Government does NOT have right to direct lives. 

o  Branded as radicals by other faiths and 
persecuted – evolves into Mennonites 
(Menno Simons) / Amish (Jacob Amman). 



Calvinism / Presbyterianism   
o  John Calvin (b. 1509AD) 
o  Fled Catholic France to Geneva, 

Switzerland  
o  1536 AD -  Forms Calvinism in 

Geneva  
o  Key Doctrine: 

n  New emphasis on all powerful 
God. 

n  Predestination: a belief that God 
alone directs past, present, future.  
He knows who is saved and who 
is not. 



Calvinism… 
o  Geneva become a theocracy. 
o  The Consistory: Church body 

that regulated moral behavior 
n  No drinking, gambling, 

dancing, card playing, profane 
language in Geneva. 

o  Missionaries spread 
Calvinism 
n  France (Huguenots) 
n  England (Puritans) 
n  Scotland (John Knox and the 

Presbyterians), and the 
Netherlands. 



Charles V (H.R.E.) Takes Action… 

o  Why does Charles V take action against Protestants? 
n  Initially hundreds of other religious groups or sects form in 

addition to Lutheranism 
n  Peasant unrest in the German states 
n  1546-1555 AD – Charles fought the Protestant princes, he 

won most battles, but ends in stalemate. 
o  What are the terms of the Peace of Augsburg (1555) 

See page 368 (Kagan Text) 

n  Rulers choose the religion for their subjects, no religious 
tolerance for individuals. 

n  Loss of religious unity forever. 



Five Minute Five 

o  1. 95 Theses were posted in _____________ and 
attacked the practice of ______________. 

o  2. __________ created a theocracy in Geneva 
around the doctrine of predestination and created 
strict moral laws. 

o  3. ____________ believed in the practice of adult 
baptisms. 

o  4. Martin Luther and many reformers believe that 
salvation comes from _____________________. 

o  5. _____________________ allowed German 
princes to declare the religion of their state and 
ended hostilities between the Emperor ___________ 
and the Protestants. 



What factors led the way for 
Protestantism to take hold in England? 
o  Tradition of taxing the clergy – defying the 

Pope (late 1200s) 
o  Lollardy – anti-clerical followers of Wycliffe  

n  (i.e. priests too secular, need to be more pious) 

o  Humanism 
o  William Tyndale – translation of the new 

testament in English 



How did Anglicanism begin in England?  

o  Key Individuals:  
n  Thomas Wolsey, Sir Thomas 

More, Catherine of Aragon, 
Anne Boleyn, Thomas 
Cranmer and Thomas 
Cromwell 

o  Act of Supremacy of 1534  
n  King is made supreme head of the 

new church. 
n  King must consult 

Parliament in matters of 
religion. 

King Henry VIII:  
“Defender of the Faith” 



The Wives of Henry VIII 
o  Catherine of Aragon-divorced, birth to Mary. 
o  Marries Anne Boleyn who gives birth to 

Elizabeth.  
n  Sent to the Tower, Tried by Peers, Executed on May 19th. 

o  Marries Jane Seymour on May 30th!  
n  Dies giving birth to Edward VI. 

o  Marries and divorces Anne of Cleves 
o  Marries and executes Catherine Howard 
o  Marries and dies before Catherine Parr.  



The Growth of Protestantism in 
England 
o  1547 Edward VI  

n  Clergy could marry, new 
services, supremacy of 
scriptures. 

o  1553 Mary I  “Bloody 
Mary” 
n  Attempts to return England 

to Catholicism, but has 
opposite effect. 

n  Married to Philip II, King of 
Spain. Mary I 



The Growth of Protestantism under 
Elizabeth I (1558-1603) 
o  1558 Elizabeth I 

n  How did Elizabeth settle the question of 
religion for England?  
o  Protestant with some Catholic doctrine.  
o  ONLY legal church in England. 

n  Who threatened Elizabeth?  
o  Puritans – wanted to purify the Church of Catholic 

elements. 
o  Catholics who hoped to replace Elizabeth with 

Mary, Queen of Scots. 
o  Philip II of Spain 

 



How did Elizabeth respond to the threats 
to her power and England? 
o  What role did Mary Queen of 

Scots, Sir Francis 
Walsingham, and Anthony 
Babington play? 

Mary Queen of Scots 



Elizabeth’s Threat from Spain… 
o  The Spanish Armada, 1588. 

n  What were the Causes? 
o  Queen Elizabeth I repealed the laws of 

Mary I favoring Catholics. 
o  England’s fleet threatened Spain’s world 

economy (John Hawkins and Sir Francis 
Drake) 

o  Treaty of Nonsuch, 1585 - Elizabeth 
supported the Dutch protestants in the 
Dutch Revolt against Spain and 
Protestants in France. 

o  Mary Queen of Scott’s execution, 1587 
after the Walsingham uncovers the 
Babington Plot. 

Philip II in Armor, Titian. Map of the Invasion of Britain 



Elizabeth’s Threat from Spain 
n  Events: 

o  Fall 1587 – Sir Francis Drake attacks key Spanish ports along the 
coast of Portugal and Spain….delays the Armada. 

o  Duke of Medina of Sidonia commands 130 ships, about 20,000 
sailors; sets sail Spring 1588 

o  Goal: Transport the troops of Duke of Parma from the Spanish 
Netherlands to England---Attack London. 

o  Drake commands lighter, more maneuverable ships and attacks 
the Spanish in pursuit. 

o  English fire-ships inflict heavy damage, “English Wind” 
n  Consequences:  

o  Sir Francis Drake of England defeats the Spanish Invasion. 
o  England’s world power increases. 



How does the reform movement in England 
compare to the other Protestants in Europe? 

o  Not really a religious movement but more 
political. (How do we know this?) 

o  King is head of the Church (though must 
consult with Parliament) 

o  Mostly Catholic in belief – until Henry 
VIII’s death then mostly Protestant under 
Edward I 



How does the Catholic Church respond 
to the growth of Protestantism?   
o  Counter-Reformation or Catholic Reformation to 

foster a more spiritual outlook within the Church. 
(1530s)  

 
o  The Church was revitalized for three reasons: 

n  Papal Reforms  
n  The Jesuits 
n  The Council of Trent 



Reason 1: Papal Reforms 
o  What seemed to be the 

main focus of Popes in the 
late 1400s / early 1500s?  
n  Secular, political, warring 

o  ex: Julius II and others. 

n  New Focus: Spiritual 
o  appoints devout and learned 

men as church leaders. 
o  Creates 

Index of Forbidden Books 
(1559 - 1966) 



Reason 2: The Jesuits 
o  Who founded the Jesuits? What 

purpose did they serve in the 
Catholic Reformation? P. 373-4 

o  Ignatius of Loyola – A Spanish 
Nobleman who found the Society of 
Jesus (The Jesuits) 

o  1540 – Order recognized by the Pope. 
n  self-discipline and strict obedience to the 

Pope. 
n  Used education and missionaries to 

spread Catholicism.  
n   Restored Catholicism to many areas of 

Germany, Eastern Europe, and other 
parts of the world. 

“I have never left the army, I 
have only been seconded to 
the service of God”  



Reason 3: The Council of Trent, 1545 
o  Purpose: General council of the Church to reaffirm 

Church doctrine and practices. 
o  Decisions: 

n  Not a single doctrinal concession made to Protestantism 
n  End selling of Church positions and goods (like 

indulgences) 
n  Clergy– neatly dressed, reside within the parish, better 

education, strictly celibate, active among his parishioners. 
o  Impact:  

n  Counter-reformation leads to unity, a clear set of doctrine, 
and renewed spiritual confidence. 



The Wars of Religion in France 
o  Many members of nobility and high ranking 

officials adopt Calvinism—40% . 
o  Beginning in 1562, Nobility (Huguenots) and 

Monarchy (Catholic) fight in a series of 
bloody civil wars.  

o  Catherine de Medici – Regent for Kings 
Francis II, Charles IX, Henry III 
n  Francis and Henry are heavily influenced by the 

Duke of Guise (Catholic) 
n  Charles IX – influenced by Coligny (Protestant) 



St. Bartholomew Day Massacre… 
o  Aug. 24, 1572 – Assassins target Parisian 

Huguenots in six days of violence. 
n  Catherine tells Charles IX that the Protestants are 

plotting against him. 
n   St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre  

o  2000 killed in Paris, 20,000 killed around France.  
o  Coligny is also killed. 
o  Philip II and Pope Gregory celebrate. 

n  Protestants adopt a theory of resistance based on 
the writings of Theodore Beza.  
o  Goal to prevent future massacres. 



Wars of Religion in France 

o  Henry IV (Henry of Navarre) 
n   Married to the daughter of Catherine de 

Medici 
n   1589 - Henry III is assassinated; Henry 

becomes King—although Protestant. 
n  Possesses an air of being of the people—

dresses down, spends time with them, 
charming and witty = well liked by most. 

n  1593 – Converts to Catholicism 
o  “Paris is worth a Mass.” 

n  Brings order and unity to France through the 
Edict of Nantes, 1598.  

n  1610 - Assassinated by a religious fanatic 

“All true Frenchmen 
regardless of religion.” 
Henry IV of France. 



The Edict of Nantes, 1598 (p. 397-8) 
o  What are the conditions set by the Edict of 

Nantes? 
n  Catholicism is the official religion of France. 
n  Toleration for Huguenots, certain free zones. 
n  Right to worship at home 
n  Schools in designated towns 
n  Fortified towns. 

o  Ends in 1685 under Louis XIV – “un roi, un 
loi, une foi.” (one king, one law, and one faith) 



Wars of Religion - Germany 
n  Rising Tensions between Catholics and Protestants 

o  Peace of Augsburg (1555) did not recognize Calvinism 
o  Austrian Hapsburgs, restrict the freedom of Bohemian 

Protestants to strengthen their rule.  

o  Bohemian Protestant Nobles Revolt in 1618 

n  All major European nations (except England) fight 
over religion initially and later for political reasons. 

n  There are four distinct phases of the war… 



o  Catholic ruler takes control of Bohemia 
o  Sends Catholic priests to control government 

in Prague 
o  Angry Protestants seize priests and throw 

them out a window- “Defenestration of 
Prague” 

o  Priests survive and warn Holy Roman 
Emperor, war begins in Bohemia and spreads 
to the rest of the Holy Roman Empire 



o  Christian IV of Denmark enters war to aid 
Protestants after Catholic victories 

o  Catholic generals Tilly and Wallenstein 
decimate his army easily 

o  Treaty of Lubeck 
    Christian IV agrees to leave and in return  

keeps Danish throne       



o  Gustavus Adolphus brings Sweden into the 
war 

o  Great military leader, pushes Catholics back, 
turning the tide to the Protestants 

o  Battle of Lutzen, Wallenstein’s army attacks 
and kills Gustavus, but Swedes win battle 

o  Catholics push Swedes back, Swedes give up 
and go back to Sweden 



o  France is Catholic, but enters war on 
Protestant side in fear of rising power of 
Catholic Hapsburgs family. 

o  Fighting goes back and forth – destroying the 
German landscape. 



Summary  of The Thirty Years’ 
War, (1618-1648) 

o  Hapsburg Triumphs, 1618-1630 
n  1625– 29: Christian IV of Denmark enters to defend Protestants. 

(defeated) 
n  1630-35: Gustavus of Adolphus of Sweden enters to defend the 

Protestants (defeated) 
n  Mercenary Troops plunder many German villages. 

o  Hapsburg Defeats, 1630-1648 
n  Catholic France, under Cardinal Richelieu, supports the German 

Protestants to weaken the Hapsburgs. 

n  The tide turns in favor of the Protestants. 
n  Mercenary Troops plunder many German villages. 



War and Violence  
by Jan Brueghel and Sebastien Vrancx 



The Surrender of Breda by Valázquez 



The Triumph of Death  
by Jan Brueghel 



Peace of Westphalia, 1648 
o  Europe’s most destructive war yet.  Map 
o  Terms:  

n  Each state could determine its religion. 
n  Calvinism is added to the list of Protestant 

Religions. 
n  Introduces the modern idea of negotiating terms 

of peace.  
o  The Holy Roman Empire is disbanded – all 

German states become independent.  Map 



o  Average 15-30% per state of German population 
eliminated from war, some very heavy 

o  Württemberg lost 75% 
o  Male population reduced by one half 
o  Most armies were mercenary soldiers: killed, raped, 

and plundered in thousands of German villages 
o  Disease spreads across the land 



Reasons for Protestantism’s 
Success: 

o  Religious conviction of converts to their 
new faith. 

o  Princes/Monarchs made them their state 
religion by decree. 

o  Towns people saw that it supported their 
business practices and gave them greater 
opportunity to participate. 

o  People were wary of the monetary drain 
from the “Sales” to the Catholic Church. 



After the Thirty Years’ War 
o  Prussia and Austria emerge as great powers. 

n  Frederick William the Great Elector 
o  Hohenzollern rulers of Prussia build Europe’s best 

armies. 
o  Call themselves kings and become absolute monarchs 
o  Nobles resist royal power, king buys loyalty. 

n  Austrian Hapsburgs 
o  Created a large empire in Central Europe 
o  Never was a centralized, absolutist state 



Protestant Reformation Map 


