
 

95 THESES BY MARTIN LUTHER 
Out of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, the following propositions will be discussed at 
Wittenberg, under the presidency of the Reverend Father Martin Luther, Master of Arts and of Sacred 
Theology, and Lecturer in Ordinary on the same at that place. Wherefore he requests that those who are unable 
to be present and debate orally with us, may do so by letter. 

In the Name our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

6. The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by declaring that it has been remitted by God and by 
assenting to God's remission; though, to be sure, he may grant remission in cases reserved to his 
judgment. If his right to grant remission in such cases were despised, the guilt would remain entirely 
unforgiven. 

7. God remits guilt to no one whom He does not, at the same time, humble in all things and bring into 
subjection to His vicar, the priest. 

13. The dying are freed by death from all penalties; they are already dead to canonical rules, and have a 
right to be released from them. 

17. With souls in purgatory it seems necessary that horror should grow less and love increase. 

21. Therefore those preachers of indulgences are in error, who say that by the pope's indulgences a man 
is freed from every penalty, and saved; 

22. Whereas he remits to souls in purgatory no penalty which, according to the canons, they would have 
had to pay in this life. 

24. It must needs be, therefore, that the greater part of the people are deceived by that indiscriminate and 
highsounding promise of release from penalty. 

33. Men must be on their guard against those who say that the pope's pardons are that inestimable gift of 
God by which man is reconciled to Him; 

39. It is most difficult, even for the very keenest theologians, at one and the same time to commend to 
the people the abundance of pardons and [the need of] true contrition. 

40. True contrition seeks and loves penalties, but liberal pardons only relax penalties and cause them to 
be hated, or at least, furnish an occasion [for hating them]. 

41. Apostolic pardons are to be preached with caution, lest the people may falsely think them preferable 
to other good works of love. 

42. Christians are to be taught that the pope does not intend the buying of pardons to be compared in any 
way to works of mercy. 

43. Christians are to be taught that he who gives to the poor or lends to the needy does a better work 
than buying pardons; 



44. Because love grows by works of love, and man becomes better; but by pardons man does not grow 
better, only more free from penalty. 

45. Christians are to be taught that he who sees a man in need, and passes him by, and gives [his money] 
for pardons, purchases not the indulgences of the pope, but the indignation of God. 

46. Christians are to be taught that unless they have more than they need, they are bound to keep back 
what is necessary for their own families, and by no means to squander it on pardons. 

50. Christians are to be taught that if the pope knew the exactions of the pardon-preachers, he would 
rather that St. Peter's church should go to ashes, than that it should be built up with the skin, flesh and 
bones of his sheep. 

69. Bishops and curates are bound to admit the commissaries of apostolic pardons, with all reverence. 

70. But still more are they bound to strain all their eyes and attend with all their ears, lest these men 
preach their own dreams instead of the commission of the pope. 

71. He who speaks against the truth of apostolic pardons, let him be anathema and accursed! 

72. But he who guards against the lust and license of the pardon-preachers, let him be blessed! 

86. Again: -- "Why does not the pope, whose wealth is to-day greater than the riches of the richest, build 
just this one church of St. Peter with his own money, rather than with the money of poor believers?" 

 


