RISE OF ABSOLUTISM IN RUSSIA – PETER THE GREAT:
DIRECTIONS: (1) As you read the biography of Peter I and the article about Peter’s Table of Ranks, look
for answers to the following questions. (2) Highlight the key passages and label them accordingly. (3)
Next write answers to the questions in your notes.
1. Peter the Great’s reign was marked by a program of extensive reform known as
“Westernization.” List and describe his many reforms. How successful was each? How did he
enforce the implementation of these reforms?
2. How did Peter increase Russia’s reputation as a major European power? List and describe
several ways.
3. Peter the Great strongly believed that everyone should serve the State. How did the nobility,
merchants and artisans, and peasantry each serve the State? What was their reaction to serving
the State?
4. How did the Table of Ranks reflect the tsar’s core ideas and beliefs? What was the appeal of the
Table of Ranks to the people of Russia? How did Peter’s countrymen seek to circumvent the
system established by the Table of Ranks?
5. What character traits did Peter possess? Which was most influential?
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