
Name: ____________________________________ 

FRENCH REVOLUTION READING GUIDE 
 

DIRECTIONS: We will read and discuss each of the following stages in the French Revolution.  Page 

references refer to the Ellis, “World History” textbook. You will need to take notes on your own sheet of 

paper and be prepared to participate daily. 

 

MAIN TOPICS: 

1. The Moderate Phase of the French Revolution:  

The National Assembly (June 1789 - 1791): 

A) How was the Estates-General transformed into the National Assembly?  p. 214-215 

B) What was significant about the “Fall of the Bastille”, the “Great Fear”, and the “Night of 

August 4”? p. 215-217 

C) How does the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen reflect the social and political 

values of the 18th century Enlightenment? p. 216-217 

D) Why was the Parisian Women’s March on Versailles important? What did it signify? p. 

217  

E) What was the Civil Constitution of the Clergy? Why has it been called the greatest 

blunder of the National Assembly?  p. 218 

 

The Legislative Assembly (1791 – 1792): 

A) How did the Constitution of 1791 restructure the government of France? What were the 

new powers of the Legislature? p. 219-220 

B) To moderates, how did the new government reflect the ideas of the Enlightenment?  p. 

220. 

C) How did the rest of Europe react to the French Revolution? How did the Legislative 

Assembly respond to the threats? P220-221. 

D) How and why did the radicals gain power in the Legislative Assembly?  P. 220-221. 

 

3. The Radical Phase of the Revolution: A Second Revolution: 

 The National Convention (1792-1795): 

A) Who were the Jacobins, Girondins*, and Sans-Culottes and how did each become a 

factor in the politics of the period? Who were some of the leading Jacobins? 

Girondins?* P220-221   

B) How and why did the radicals abolished the Monarchy? 



C) What role did each of the following play in the Reign of Terror?  The Committee of 

Public Safety, Maximilien Robespierre, The Levee en Masse*, De-Christianization*, and 

Revolutionary Tribunals and the Guillotine*. p. 223-226 

D) How and why did the Terror come to an end in the month of Thermidor (July)? p. 226 

*From lecture notes.   

 

4. The Reaction Phase of the Revolution: 

The Directory (1795 – 1799) 

A) How did The Directory differ from earlier revolutionary governments? Who triumphed 

in this form of government?  p. 226-227 

B) What challenges did The Directory face? How were these challenges met?  P. 227 

C) List the changes that the Revolution brought to France up through 1799: 

 

5. The Age of Napoleon: 

The Consulate (1799 - 1804) 

A) Who is Napoleon and how did he rise to power so quickly? Why did the French strongly 

support him? P 230-231 

B) What reforms did Napoleon introduce to France? P.230-231 

C) Explain how Napoleon built an empire and what challenges the empire faced. P. 231-

235 

D) What events led to Napoleon’s downfall? P 236 

E) How did the Congress of Vienna try to secure lasting peace in Europe? P237 - 238 

 

 

REVIEW QUESTIONS:   

1. It has been said that France was a rich nation with an impoverished government. Explain 

this statement. 

2. A motto of the French Revolution was “equality, liberty, and fraternity.” How did the 

revolution both support and violate this motto? Did French women benefit from the 

revolution? Did French peasants benefit from it? 

3. Assess the validity of the following quotations from Napoleon: 
a.  "France has more need of me than I have need of France."   
b. "The Revolution is over. I am the revolution"—Napoleon 

4.  Why do you think the French people accepted Napoleon as their sole leader not once 

but twice? After all, hadn't they just fought a revolution to end the monarchy in France? 

5. In the end, what part of Napoleon’s character do you think contributed to his success?  

Which ones led to his downfall?  


